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GLOCESTER LAND TRUST 
REGULAR MEETING 

March 12, 2014 
 
The regular meeting of the Glocester Land Trust took place on March 12, 2014 at the Glocester Town Hall. 
Chair Mark Karmozyn called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   

 
Members in attendance: Russell K. Gross, Mark Karmozyn, Steven St. Pierre, Roy Najecki, George Charette 
and Stephen Mitchell and legal counsel John J. Bevilacqua, Jr. 
Members Absent: Missing one person to be appointed by Town Council 
Minutes: Judi Rix 
Guests: Jessie Gross, Betty and Carlo Mencucci, Ray and Elaine Theriault, Allen Clawson, Elaine Fontaine, 
Paula Bissell, Eunice Henley, Sharon and Ernie Heon and Judy Colaluca. There were also several unidentified 
people. 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Open Forum Agenda Items Only 
No one present wished to speak. 
 
Approval of minutes of previous meetings 

a. Russell K. Gross made a motion to accept the amended minutes of the February 26, 2014 meeting; it 
was seconded by George Charette and passed unanimously. 
 

GLT Treasurer’s Report 
 George Charette presented the Glocester Land Trust Treasurer’s Report and the corresponding binder. 
Mr. Charette, Mark Karmozyn and Steven St. Pierre are meeting tomorrow with the Treasurer’s Office to 
discuss items they have questions on.  Diane Brennan is the new finance director. 

 
Approval of Bills 

a. Stephen Mitchell made a motion to pay the recording clerk Judi Rix $145 for the February 26, 2014 
meeting minutes; Russell K. Gross seconded and it was passed unanimously. 

b. George Charette made a motion to pay the Chase Graphics invoice for a total of $429 for the new GLT 
letterhead and envelopes; Russell K. Gross seconded and it was passed unanimously. 

c. Stephen Mitchell made a motion to pay John Bevilacqua’s February 2014 bill for $2,000; Russell K. 
Gross seconded and it was passed unanimously. 

 
Old Business 

a. Thank you citations for GLT volunteers: Betty and Carlo Mencucci were presented thank you citations 
by Chairman Mark Karmozyn for their work on restoring the cemetery at Sprague Farm.  Steven 
St. Pierre wants to ensure that the scouts get certificates as well for their work, and it has been 
decided that it would be more meaningful for them to receive the citations at a scout meeting in 
front of their peers. 

b. GLT Membership: Steven St. Pierre, Stephen Mitchell and Mark Karmozyn will be the subcommittee to 
work on this.  John Bevilacqua still needs to provide them with legal information. Mr. St. Pierre 
said that he gathered some great information about membership at the Land & Water Summit he 
attended this past weekend. 



 

2 
 

c. GLT Annual Report: The handwritten version is still the only version at this point; Roy Najecki 
forwarded the changeable document to Ms. Rix today so she will complete an electronic version 
of it. 

d. GLT Enforcement Policy: Stephen Mitchell has been unable to work on this yet. 
e. GLT Budget: George Charette would like to wait on this discussion until he has had the opportunity to 

meet with the town’s new finance director Diane Brennan. 
f. Workshop Topics: This will be put on the next meeting’s agenda. 
g. Interpretive / Educational trail signs: Roy Najecki has not been able to make progress with these, but 

would like to suggest putting a double sided sign on the island at the end of Pine Orchard Road 
to direct people to the Steere Hill property. It is possible that a grant would pay for this, or that 
even the state may be willing to pay for the road sign. Mr. Najecki also would like to see the 
following things done for the GLT: trail junction signs to show people their location, maps at 
kiosks indicating where else close by hiking was available and asking the students at the high 
school to create a unique GLT logo as a school project.  Stephen Mitchell has contacts at the 
school, so he will follow up on that. 

New Business 
a. GLT Event Sub Committee: Roy Najecki will head this subcommittee and will work on Land Trust 

Days events and various walks.  Steven St. Pierre can post the events on the website, even if it is 
planned at the last minute. George Charette suggested posting a calendar of events at the kiosks. 

b. Bill Betty Mountain Lion presentation: Mr. Betty spoke to Chairman Karmozyn about the GLT 
sponsoring a presentation on this topic.  The presentation is about one hour and costs $150. The 
board believes it would be well attended and would need to find an appropriate venue for the 
event; possibly the Senior Center. Also will explore the possibility of getting a grant to pay for 
this.  Steven St. Pierre made a motion to allow Mark Karmozyn to contact Mr. Betty to inform 
him of the board’s interest; Stephen Mitchell seconded and it passed unanimously. 

c. Friends: Elaine Fontaine, President of the Friends of the Glocester Land Trust came to the microphone 
to have a conversation with the trustees. The board would like to know what direction her 
organization is going in. George Charette, Treasurer for the GLT sent the FGLT a letter 
requesting a copy of their tax forms, but Ms. Fontaine stated that they do not file the form in 
question. Chairman Karmozyn then asked if the organization would be willing to show the GLT 
their financial books.  Ms. Fontaine said that she was not in a position to agree to that without 
discussing it with her board. Russell K. Gross referenced the sale of a piece of property that he 
understood the proceeds of that sale were supposed to come to the GLT. Mark Karmozyn stated 
that the GLT would be hesitant to accept money from them at this point. Steven St. Pierre stated 
that due to the board seeking accreditation, all money taken in and spent is looked at very 
closely. 

The Friends of the Glocester Land Trust recently received a $500 grant that the grantor 
believed was going to the GLT directly. John Bevilacqua could not find any record of permission 
granted to use the GLT portion of the organization’s name by either legislation or by vote of the 
GLT trustees. Ms. Fontaine stated that the name was not copyrighted and thought the 
relationship was welcomed; but the group had already met and discussed changing their name on 
their own.  The trustees are unhappy with the confusion caused that anyone would think 
providing a grant to the FGLT was the same as providing a grant to the GLT.  Stephen Mitchell 
would like to put this topic on the agenda again, after Ms. Fontaine speaks to her treasurer and 
invite her to come back before the board. 

After the disappointing cancellation of the Easter egg hunt last year, the FGLT wanted to 
give the new GLT board time to establish itself, as was suggested by Councilman Steve Sette. 
The organization liked some of the changes the new GLT board made, and didn’t like others.  In 
November the board of the FGLT decided to survey its members to see how they felt about the 
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new policies, the group’s relationship with the GLT, and to ensure that the board was not biased 
and representing their members accurately. The survey results showed that the majority of the 
responders to the survey felt many of the new policies were unwelcoming. A report was put 
together and in it some changes were requested to GLT policies that would make them more 
welcoming. Some of the requests include: clarification on what constitutes an event, changes to 
the meeting rules to make them similar to the Town Council’s rules, changes to volunteer form 
and possibly create a form to request items be placed on the GLT meeting agenda so people 
would be more engaged with the board. 

Stephen Mitchell reviewed the report in front of him and asked Ms. Fontaine about how 
she conducted the survey. Ms. Fontaine asked him how he received a copy of the survey 
questions and results when he is not a member of the FGLT. Roy Najecki later explained that as 
a member of the FGLT he had received the report and when Chairman Karmozyn asked him if 
he would provide a copy for the trustees.  Mr. Mitchell had some comments on the survey and 
the way the questions were asked, and Ms. Fontaine assured him that links to all the current GLT 
policies were provided to the survey responders.  The GLT board will look at the suggestions the 
FGLT has made for changes and take them into consideration. 

Ms. Fontaine would like to know what the GLT would like from their organization since 
the GLT has now started soliciting for their own volunteers and is talking about creating 
membership. Mark Karmozyn does not think the group should be raising money for the board, 
and does not want a third party soliciting funds on the board’s behalf. Chairman Karmozyn 
believes the future relationship between the two boards will have to be worked out, but he would 
like the financial relationship to stop immediately. It remains to be seen if the relationship will be 
with individuals or with a group. Ms. Fontaine will email Mark Karmozyn with her availability 
to attend another GLT meeting.  Russell K. Gross then asked her if when she does return, if she 
could provide the board with the insurance coverage limits her organization has. 

Allen Clawson of the FGLT wanted to speak as well because he didn’t feel that it was 
clear that the motivation for conducting the survey was to primarily guide the direction of the 
FGLT’s board.  He also mentioned that the recommended changes in the report were all within 
the power of the GLT trustees to change. The FGLT members intend to present this report at the 
next Town Council meeting. The trustees are not sure what this will achieve since the Town 
Council does not have the authority to change the policies established by the GLT board.  Mr. 
Clawson believes the report will help the Town Council in its decision of who to appoint to the 
vacant position on the GLT board. 

d. Election of Officers: Stephen Mitchell made a motion to postpone the vote until the next meeting; 
Russell K. Gross seconded and it passed unanimously. 
 

Correspondence 
1. Mark Karmozyn received numerous emails from members of the SDRA asking the GLT to reconsider 

and pursue the O’Donnell property. 
2. Mark Karmozyn received the RI Land Trust e-news letter telling the board that grants and funding 

opportunities are available to apply for, and providing a brief description of them. 
 

Open Forum 
 Ray Theriault, President of the SDRA asked the board to reconsider their vote on the O’Donnell 
property.  Mr. Theriault had called Chairman Karmozyn and another trustee member prior to coming to the 
meeting, and they indicated to him that they could not disclose any of the discussion surrounding the vote, but 
could share the outcome. Mr. Theriault was told the only legal way that the vote could be reconsidered would 
be for one of the trustees that voted “no” at the previous meeting regarding this issue to ask that it be brought 
back for reconsideration. He believes the O’Donnell property would help with the town’s need for water.  Mr. 
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Theriault said that he had not appeared before the board prior to this evening because the SDRA meets only 
once a year in June, and at the last meeting in 2013 his organization felt confident that the GLT was going to 
purchase the property. 
 Judy Colaluca, Vice President of the SDRA and President of Save the Lakes also spoke to the trustees to 
request the board reconsider their decision on the O’Donnell Property. Ms. Colaluca would like to see the 
purchase happen so that the water quality of the lake would be preserved.  She believes the quality of the water 
would be compromised if the land was allowed to be developed. 
 The third person to speak regarding the O’Donnell property was property owner Sharon Heon who is 
also a member of the SDRA.  Mrs. Heon agrees with both Ray Theriault and Judy Colaluca and wanted to 
restate the importance of keeping the water quality.  It won’t be possible to go back once development 
compromises the water quality, so we need to do everything possible to preserve it now. 
 
Executive Session: Russell K. Gross made a motion to enter Executive Session for a second time, Steven St. 
Pierre seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  George Charette made a motion to leave Executive 
Session, Steven St. Pierre seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Executive Session Motions:  
Title 42 Section 42-46-5 (5) Purposes for which meeting may be closed to the public 
 Any discussions or considerations related to the acquisition or lease of real property for public purposes, 

or of the disposition of publicly held property wherein advanced public information would be 
detrimental to the interest of the public. 

 
1. Land Acquisition and / or Conservation Easement: 

Russell K. Gross motioned to reconsider the matter from the last meeting’s executive session that 
ended in a tie and Stephen Mitchell seconded the motion. The board took a polled vote and each 
individual trustee voted “Aye”, so the motion passed and the matter will be reconsidered. 
 
Russell K. Gross made a motion to allow John Bevilacqua and Mark Karmozyn to open up 
discussions with the property owners and Stephen Mitchell seconded the motion. The board took a 
polled vote and each individual trustee voted “Aye”. 
 

2. Litigation: None 
3. Personnel: None 

 
The two votes taken during the Executive Session were read aloud and disclosed to the one guest still present. 
 
There being no further business before the Land Trust, Steven St. Pierre made a motion to adjourn at 10:35 p.m. 
The motion was seconded by George Charette and it passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVED AT APRIL 9, 2014 MEETING 
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