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GLOCESTER LAND TRUST 
REGULAR MEETING 

July 09, 2014 
 
The regular meeting of the Glocester Land Trust took place on July 09, 2014 at the Glocester Town Hall. Chair 
Stephen Mitchell called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   

 
Members in attendance: Russell K. Gross, Stephen Mitchell, Roy Najecki, Steven St. Pierre, George Charette, 
and Legal counsel John J. Bevilacqua, Jr. 
Members Absent: Matt Clegg and Missing one person to be appointed by Town Council 
Minutes: Judi Rix 
Guests: Jessie Gross  

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Open Forum Agenda Items Only 
No one present wished to speak at this time. 
 
Approval of minutes of previous meetings 

a. Russell K. Gross made a motion to accept the amended minutes of the June 11, 2014 meeting; it was 
seconded by Roy Najecki and passed unanimously. 

b. Steven St. Pierre made a motion to accept the minutes of the June 25, 2014 meeting; it was seconded by 
George Charette and passed unanimously. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Roy Najecki provided a handout to the trustees of a proposed format for a 
monthly finance report. The information will be contained on an Excel spreadsheet that can be adjusted as 
needed or wanted. 
 
Approval of Bills 

a. Steven St. Pierre made a motion to pay the recording clerk Judi Rix $145 for the June 11, 2014 meeting 
minutes and $145 for the June 25, 2014 meeting minutes; George Charette seconded and it passed 
unanimously. 

b. Steven St. Pierre made a motion to pay John Bevilacqua’s June 2014 bill for $2,000; George Charette 
seconded and it passed unanimously. 

c. Steven St. Pierre made a motion to pay Stephen E. Mitchell $41.72 for workshop supplies from Staples; 
George Charette seconded and it passed unanimously. 

d. Steven St. Pierre made a motion to pay Pascoag Auto Parts $39.99 for parts purchased for the gator’s 
battery maintenance; Russell K. Gross seconded and it passed unanimously. 

e. Steven St. Pierre made a motion to pay Route 146 Supply Center $46.08 for the balance on the tractor 
servicing they performed; George Charette seconded and it passed unanimously. 

Old Business 
a. RI DEM 2014 Great Outdoors Pursuit: The event was held at Pulaski Park on June 22nd and 

approximately 300 people attended. Roy Najecki took care of the table at Pulaski by handing out maps 
and providing information on upcoming GLT events. Steven St. St. Pierre and Stephen Mitchell helped 
with the tours and had a nice turnout for those as well. Steven St. St. Pierre wanted to recognize Roy 
Najecki for a nice job in getting everything together for the table and a having a professional set up at the 
event. 
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b. National Grid Tree Migration at Scotstoun Property: Russell K. Gross met with the tree removal 
company’s representative, Mr. Luke Fiske and authorized the tree removal. Mr. Fiske completed the job 
as promised. 

c. Bill Betty Cougar Program Date: Stephen Mitchell received an email from Mr. Betty asking if a date for 
the presentation had been set. The trustees would like to have the presentation during the last week of 
September if possible and will need to check with the Senior Center for the dates that may be available. 

New Business 
a. Physical Alteration Permit Application – Steere Hill: George Charette provided an update on the project, 

and indicated that nothing has progressed since the last meeting. Mr. Charette contacted Lisa Primiano 
of the D.E.M. regarding the parking area. Since the property only has a forestry plan on it, D.E.M. has 
no problem with upgrading the parking area. Stephen Mitchell asked John Bevilacqua to send Lisa 
Primiano of the D.E.M. a letter to verify the foundation resolution. Mr. Charette said the next step to 
take is to get an architectural engineer to create a formal blueprint/plan for the parking area that would 
address drainage issues. Russell K. Gross said that he may know of someone who could help the GLT 
locate an architectural engineer who works at Factory Mutual. Mr. Charette will contact this person to 
see if they would be willing to provide a possible recommendation for an engineer. The board cannot 
submit the application without a blueprint. Russell K. Gross made a motion to proceed with the work 
needed to complete the physical alteration permit application; George Charette seconded and it passed 
unanimously. 

b. Next workshop date:  Russell K. Gross made a motion to set July 22, 2014 at 7:00pm as the next 
workshop date; George Charette seconded and it passed unanimously.  The topics will be Strategic 
Planning and if time allows Budget.  

c. Approval of Land Trust Alliance “Rally”: Steven St. Pierre made a motion to approve $150 for Roy 
Najecki to attend the Land Trust Alliance Rally September 18-20, 2014; George Charette seconded and 
it passed unanimously. Stephen Mitchell would like Mr. Najecki to provide a brief report about the rally 
at the October meeting; including any handouts he may be provided. 

d. Recognize Eagle Scout recipients for work on Land Trust properties: Steven St. Pierre suggested that the 
board recognize them at the August 13th meeting so they can catch them before they head off for college. 
Steven St. Pierre made a motion to invite the Eagle Scouts to the August 13th meeting for recognition of 
the work they performed on GLT properties; Russell K. Gross seconded and it passed unanimously. 

e. Establish a day and time for future meetings of GLT for 2014: Stephen Mitchell suggested moving the 
GLT meetings to the second and fourth Tuesday of each month and also to having them start at 7pm 
instead of 7:30pm. Changing the day and time of these meetings will require that it be advertised to the 
general public in advance. Russell K. Gross made a motion to move the time and day of the GLT 
meeting to the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7pm; Steven St. Pierre seconded and it 
passed unanimously. 

Correspondence 
a. Rupert Friday 06/23/14: GLT received an email from Rupert Friday of the RI Land Trust regarding the 

legislative wrap-up. 
b. Connie Manes 07/01/14: GLT received an email from Connie Manes, the consulting support offered by 

the RI Land Trust Council and the Land Trust Alliance, that has been working with the GLT since April 
2013. Ms. Manes indicated that she would like to continue working with the board and would like to send 
Rebecca Washburn to lead the strategic planning session on July 22nd so that Stephen Mitchell could be a 
participant and not have to lead it. Mr. Mitchell would like to look at what the trustees would like to 
accomplish over the next 1-3 years. 
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c. Burriville Farmer’s Market: Paul Roselli, President of the Burriville Land Trust invited the GLT to have a 
table at the Burriville Farmer’s Market on Saturday 7/19 from 9:30am-1pm. There will representatives 
from both the Burriville Land Trust and North Smithfield Land Trust there as well. Roy Najecki is 
leading a walk that day for the GLT at 10am, but he will go to the Burriville market and help Stephen 
Mitchell set things up. 
 

Open Forum 
 It was disclosed that trustee Matthew Clegg has tendered his resignation from the board. The Town 
Council will now need to appoint two new members to the board.  Stephen Mitchell will contact Jeanne Fecteau 
in the Town Clerk’s office to get the appointments on the Town Council’s agenda. Mr. Clegg will return his 
laptop to Steven St. Pierre. 
 Stephen Mitchell has been attempting to retrieve any and all GLT property from the former Chairman 
Mark Karmozyn. Mr. Karmozyn has said he will bring the property to town hall, but it has been over one month 
since that was promised. Stephen Mitchell would like to give him another week to return things, and then he 
would like John Bevilacqua to send Mr. Karmozyn an official letter requesting the property. 
  
Executive Session: A motion was made by Roy Najecki to convene to Executive Session; it was seconded by 
George Charette and passed by all.  George Charette made a motion to leave Executive Session, Russell K. 
Gross seconded the motion and it passed by all. 
 
Executive Session Motions:  
Title 42 Section 42-46-5 (5) Purposes for which meeting may be closed to the public 
 Any discussions or considerations related to the acquisition or lease of real property for public purposes, 

or of the disposition of publicly held property wherein advanced public information would be 
detrimental to the interest of the public. 

 
a. Acquisition of land and / or conservation easement: None 
b. Possible Litigation: Roy Najecki made a motion to have the board sit down with Russell K. 

Gross to discuss a plan of action and to authorize an expenditure of up to $200 to make signs to 
identify the Gross/Steere Hill boundary line; George Charette seconded and it passed 
unanimously. 

 
There being no further business before the Land Trust, Stephen Mitchell made a motion to adjourn at 8:38 p.m. 
The motion was seconded by Steven St. Pierre and it passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
APPROVED AT JULY 22, 2014 MEETING 
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